sera Biotope Aquariums

Aquariums support our health and
the pleasure of living. Psychological
studies have proven it. With an
aquarium at home you will just
leave everyday stress behind you.
Dive into the exotic world of the
Amazon and watch little adventures!

sera Biotope Aquariums represent
the natural environment of the
ornamental fish. Everything fits
together. Therefore, sefa Bio-
tope Aquariums are easy to
keep.
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| The ornamental fish originating

" from Asia live in pools and slowly

_ flowing, low-in-oxygen waters.

oyt ' Accordingly, among others the

h\‘r‘ labyrinth fish (e.g. dwarf goura-

, mi) developed interesting behav-

o' iors. They take up essential oxy-

gen at the water surface. The

different shapes and colors of

Asian ornamental fish in the sefa

Biotope Aquarium “Asia” are
inspiring again and again.
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s'era Biotope Aquarium
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nevillii

Vallisneria nana

SWinngeing Aquarium size / Number of fish 60| g0
Siamese Fighter
Betta splendens
( p ) g
Q 1 19
o
Siamese| Dwarf
Dwarf gourami Fighter | goura-
(Colisa lalia) mi
8' \ \ g’ - 6
& = =
Neon rainbowfish
(Melanotaenia praecox)
Q
o
S
= 6 6
N
o}
e Checker barb
(Barbus oligolepis)
Q
o
B
= 3 4
~
; g Siamese algae eater
- = (Crossocheilus siamensis)
L.
: !Iqﬁ'm'
3 £ 3 5
b 8 Coolie loach
. (Pangio kuhlii)
§
E D i it > |7
o @ Amano shrimp
- (Caridina japonica)

60|80

Nymphaea
lotus

Cryptocoryne
“Green Gecko”

for 6 cm
layer
thickness

Microsorium

, / pteropus

Cladophora
aegagrophila

Wendt’s water
trumpet

(Cryptocoryne
wendtii)

for
- “sand path”
fine, white gravel
-~ 3 4
bamboo stalks
1\ (X'in the planting plan)
" \T
Y
Al 1 1
each | each
i = root, high root, long
(or similar root)

el T o el W e

Wendt’s water
trumpet

(Cryptocoryne
wendtii)




" T

rium “Central Am

i ®

o s

M i o

e
[ =

it

m===w In Central America, the fish often
{ live in clear, flowing waters.
Livebearing fish species (e.g.
swordtails and platys) are color-
ful, lively fish. Accordingly, there
is always happening something
in the sera Biotope Aquarium
“Central America” leading to
new experiences. Fish fry, which
will appear from time to
time, always keep the Biotope
Aquarium “Central America”
interesting.
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Y?Fish

sera Biotope Aquarium

“Central America”

SWizrngei”g Aquarium size / Number of fish 60| g0
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(Xiphophorus maculatus)
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Black-spotted Corydoras
(Corydoras melanistius)
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Bushy Mouth Ancistrus
(Ancistrus sp. cf. dolichopterus)
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Bottom gravel and decoration

Aquarium size / Decoration 60|80
for 6 cm
layer
thickness
L) ‘%‘i‘;& for
R e R “sand path”

fine, white gravel

o

lat, green
(or similar slate stones)

10 -
12

pieces|pieces
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17

Aquarium size / Number of plants

Blue water
hyssop
- (Bacopa

. caroliniana)
2 <.

Delta arrowhead

(Sagittaria
platyphylla)

Echinodorus

.Red Devil“
! |

Green Cabomba

(Cabomba
aquatica)

Echinodorus
»Reni*

Cardinal flower

(Lobelia
cardinalis)

Pygmy Chain
Sword

(Echinodorus
tenellus) 4




The Amazon region is the river
system on Earth that carries the
largest amount of water. Many
colorful fish originate from the
huge Amazon region in South
America. The shape varieties of
the ornamental fish, the decora-
tive roots and rocks as well as
the lush growing plants are the
secret of a sefra Biotope Aquari-
um “South America”. A guaran-
teed eye catcher with a particu-
larly exotic appearance.
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sera Biotope Aquarium

“South America”
7 Fish

SWinngeing Aquarium size / Number of fish 60| g0
Amazon
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Cockatoo dwarf cichlid
(Apistogramma cacatuoides)
Q Black Amazon
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Setting up a sefra Biotope Aguarium in

1 Place the aquarium correctly
|
1 [

Place the aquarium on a
stable support in a location
without direct sunlight. Put
sera thermo-safe between
the aquarium and the sup-
port. Clean the aquarium
with water with an
addition of 10 % sera
pH-minus.

2 Set up the bottom gravel

Distribute sera floredepot
with a layer thickness of max.
2 cm in the aquarium. Dis-
tribute the freshly washed
bottom gravel on top,
approx. 5 cm high.

Install decoration
and technical equipment

Install the technical equip-
ment by sefa, but do not
put it in operation yet. Build
an underwater landscape
from carefully cleaned rocks
and roots.

A— Fill in water

Fill the tank with lukewarm
water by 2/3. Pour the
water onto a shallow dish as
to avoid the bottom gravel
being swirled up. Add sera
toxivec according to
the instructions for use.
Now put the technical
equipment into opera-
tion.

Shorten the plant roots by
approx. 3 cm. Press plant
holes into the ground
using your finger, put in
the plants and cover the
roots with bottom gravel.
Add sera@ aqutan accord-
ing to the instructions for
use.

sera water test kits are an
“early warning system”
] allowing you to detect devi-

s -’:_.Jl? N ations from optimal water
é values. You will find more
_—
— = detailed information in the
i W T
e test chart on page 11.

steps



Add fish

First start the biological
waste breakdown with
sera nitrivec. Then add the
first fish (see time sched-
ule, please).

sera tip:
Add fish correctly

* Switch off aquarium lights,
avoid bright light

* Place the fish bag into the
aquarium (opening directed
upwards)

e Open the bag and turn out the
edges with several folds, mak-
ing the bag float in the water
by itself open and upwards.
Pour two or three times as
much aquarium water into
the bag within 30 — 60 minutes
in several portions.

e Then transfer the fish with a
sera fish net, pour away the
transport water!

Day

Time schedule

e Add sera nitrivec (20 ml per each 100 liters) into the

1 aquarium water at least one hour after having added
sera toxivec (Fig. 4) and sefa aqutan (Fig. 5).
» Add the first fish 24 hours after having added sef@ nitrivec
Algae eaters and bottom fish:
Biotope Aquarium 60
Asia 3 x Siamese Algae Eater
Central n
America 2 x Bushy Mouth Ancistrus
South - .
At 5 x Midget Sucker Catfish
2 Biotope Aquarium 80
Asia 4 x Siamese Algae Eater
Central .
ATEeE 2 x Bushy Mouth Ancistrus
SOUt.h 7 x Midget Sucker Catfish
America
» Start the biological waste breakdown:
Add 10 ml sefa nitrivec per each 100 liters of aquarium
water every day for 10 days running, starting on the 2nd
day. By doing so you will shorten the time span in which
the filter bacteria become active.
3 - 4| Break
* Add the next fish
(approt. 40 % of the fish stock)
Biotope Aquarium 60
Asia 5 x Amano shrimp
3 x Coolie loach
Central
America 3 x Black-spotted Corydoras
5 A‘:ﬁ:‘ﬁz a |4% Sterba’s Corydoras
Biotope Aquarium 80
Asia 7 x Amano shrimp
5 x Coolie loach
Centt_’al 5 x Black-spotted Corydoras
America
South ,
America 6 x Sterba’s Corydoras

= Check nitrite (NO,) (see chart on page 11)
You can quickly neutralize high values with sefa toxivec

* Add the remaining fish

like 6th and 8t" day




for sera Biotope Aquariums

with 60 cm width
60O Buyerss list for the setup

Set 1: sera Aquarium Complete Set 60

* Aquarium 60 cm wide with panorama pane

* Aquarium cover

* sera daylight brilliant 15 W; aquarium lamp

* sera aquarium heater thermostat 50 W

« sera fish net

e sera aquarium thermometer

« sera internal filter F 400 for filtering out coarse particles

e sera aqutan 50 ml
conditions tap water according to the requirements of fish
and bio cultures

* sera toxivec 100 ml; for pollutant removal

* sera nitrivec 50 ml
billions of useful bio cultures for the biological filtration

* sera vipan 5 g flake food

e sera vipagran 5 g granulated food

* sera O-nip 8 food tablets

* sera guide “How to set up an aquarium” and “Aquarium
care according to nature”

Set 2: for the long-term biological aquarium care

« serafil 900 external filter

* sera siporax 1000 ml; biological filter medium

* sera biofibres 40 g; mechanical filter medium

e sera Quick Test

e sefa CO,-Start

* sera thermo-safe safety pad

« sera floredepot 2.4 kg

* sera florena 100 ml; plant fertilizer

* sera morena 100 ml; water conditioner for

sera Biotope Aquariums “Asia” and “South America”

for sera Biotope Aquariums

with 80 cm width
80 Buyer’s list for the setup

Set 1: sera Aquarium Complete Set 80

e Aquarium 80 cm wide with panorama pane

e Aquarium cover

e sera daylight brilliant 18 W; aquarium lamp

e sera plant color 18 W; aquarium lamp

e sera aquarium heater thermostat 100 W

- sera fish net

e sera aquarium thermometer

- sera internal filter F 700 for filtering out coarse particles

e sera aqutan 100 ml
conditions tap water according to the requirements of fish
and bio cultures

e sera toxivec 100 ml; for pollutant removal

e sera nitrivec 100 ml
billions of useful bio cultures for the biological filtration

e sera florena 100 ml plant fertilizer

e sera vipan 100 ml flake food

e sera O-nip 8 food tablets

e sera Spirulina Tabs 8 food tablets build-up food

e sera guide “How to set up an aquarium” and “Aquarium
care according to nature”

Set 2: for the long-term biological aquarium care

* serafil 900 external filter

* sera siporax 1000 ml; biological filter medium
« sera biofibres 40 g; mechanical filter medium
* sera Quick Test
e sera CO,-Start
« sera floredepot 2.4 kg
' ena 100 ml; water conditioner for
ariums “Asia” and “South America”
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Maintenance plan

A Daily maintenance

O Check the lighting duration (approx. 12 hours).

‘ Check the water level. Top up evaporated water if
necessary.

Check whether filters and/or air pumps as well as the
heater operate properly.

& | Check the water temperature (approx. 25 °C).

‘m Feed the fish 2 or 3 times a day - only as much as is

10

eaten within a few minutes.

§ % Fertilize plants with sera flore daydrops.

‘B Weekly maintenance

Carry out water tests (see also under F).

‘ Add sera toxivec (5 ml per each 20 liters) as an imme-
diate measure in case of acute deterioration of water
values.

N Fertilize plants with sefa florena and sefa florenette A
: - according to the instructions for use.

C Maintenance every fortnight

Partial water change depending on fish stock, at least
30 %.

Use an adhesive tape to mark on the aquarium outside
how much water you wish to siphon out.

Siphon water out (pull mains plug before doing so):

Place two buckets on a towel. It is easy to siphon off
the water and remove sludge from the aquarium gravel
at the same time when using the sefa gravel washer.

Condition the water

Fill tap water into a watering can. The water should

have roughly the same temperature as inside the

aquarium. Add the following water conditioners:

e sera toxivec (5 ml per each 20 liters) for protection
against possibly present harmful substances, directly
into the aquarium

e sera aqutan (5 ml per each 20 liters) against chlorine
and heavy metals, for protecting fish and bio cul-
tures

e sera nitrivec (10 ml per each 100 liters) — bio cultures
for activating pollutant breakdown

e sera morena (5 ml per each 20 liters) for “South
America” and “Asia” for creating tropical soft water

e sera mineral salt (5 g per each 100 liters of condi-
tioned water) for ,Central America“, as to provide
minerals.

Fill in the conditioned water with the watering can.
Make sure the gravel is not swirled up or plant roots
are washed out. Re-connect technical equipment.

| Important: II

Check the water after
conditioning.

D

E

Annual maintenance

Replacing the fluorescent tubes
The required light composition is lost even if the used
fluorescent tubes are still working.

Maintenance as required

Remove uneaten food with the sefa gravel washer in
case of overfeeding. Change 15 - 30 % of the water
while doing so.

Remove algae from the aquarium glass, bright stones
and plant leaves. sefa glas-clear is particularly suitab-
le for glass pane cleansing.

Fertilize plants with sefra floreplus after transport,
after planting and in case of unsatisfactory growth.

e m

Thoroughly wipe off lime deposits from heater, filter
hoses, cords, cover panes or the outside of the aqua-
rium glass, using sefa@ pH-minus on a soft cloth or
sera filter wool.

Important: Pull the corresponding mains plugs to do
s0, and clean the devices outside the aquarium!

Remove plant part attached to the intake strainer of
the external filter.

9«

Mechanical filter media:

Rinse mechanical filter media (sera filter mat, sera
filter sponge, sera filter wool, sefra biofibres) in case
of reduced water flow. Replace these filter media if
the water flow does not become normal after these
measures.

A

' Biological filter media:
. Check biological filter media and clean the filter every

3 -12 months, depending on the fish stock. Rinse bio-
logical filter media such as sefa siporax and sefa
biopur forte in aquarium water to do so — never use
cleaning agents! Rinse the filter itself under running
water. Finally re-activate the biological filter media
with sefa nitrivec.

Special filter media:

Replace sefra super carbon, sefa super peat or sera
phosvec Granulat after approx. 6 weeks in case you
use them in the filter.



F Water tests

AmericalAmerica

South

too high ||

Date

Date

Date

Date

too low

Value

Value

Value

Value

pH value
pH

sera pH-minus*
20 % partial water
change with soft
water

sera KH/pH-plus*
+ double dose
sera aqutan*

Carbonate
hardness
KH

sera pH-minus*
20 % partial water
change with soft
water

sera KH/pH-plus*

Total
hardness

GH 10- 16

up to
10

sera morena*
20 % partial water
change with soft
water

sera mineral salt*
and sefra KH/pH-
plus*

Nitrite
NO,

from 0,3 - 0,5 mg/I

sera toxivec*

filter control,

feed sparingly,
20 % water change,
add sefa nitrivec*

from 0,5 mg/I

sera toxivec*
remove cause,
add sefra nitrivec*

1,0 mg/I danger
for fish

to life

30 % water change,
continue as descri-
bed above;

20 % water change
after 12 - 24 hours,
add sefa nitrivec*

Nitrate

NO, <50 mg/Il

Jera siporax*
add sera nitrivec*

* Please follow the instructions for use.

Possible causes for measured nitrite and nitrate values

Immediate help:

First test the water, then - depending on the values - add 5 ml
sera toxivec per each 20 liters. Carry out water check. Finally
increase or lower the water values as described in the chart.

You can also carry out the water check in the sefa online
laboratory: www.seralabor.com

above the stated maximum values are:

* too many fish

* too few plants

« insufficient and/or biologically inactive filter capacity
* overfeeding

pH Test =H

Instructions for use:

1 Clean vials thoroughly before and after each test. H
Sheke the liquid reagents before using. Close
reagent bottles firmly, immediately after use.

Do not switch bottle caps.

2 Rinse vial several imes with the water to be
checked. Fill to the 5 ml mark and dry the exterior.

3 Add 4 drops of the reagent and shake gently. Place
vial on the white area of the color scale, and look

1 vall o
comparing colors in

pH acidity
-
=

the color. e recommend

daylight as artificial light makes it difficult to
distinguish colors.

Water test
Click into the round fields to select your values from the
avaliable choices.

i cancel coninwe 33




Your personal
aquarium passport

The information in your aquarium passport quickly
informs your specialized retailer about your aquari-
um, allowing him to counsel you in a more directed
way. Furthermore, you will receive the sefa news for
free. You will regularly find up-to-date advice in there.
You can have the water quality in your sefa Biotope
Aquarium checked day and night in the sefa online
laboratory. You will get immediate help for free.

{srera

Aguarium Passport

Surname:

First name:

Street:

Zip Code (Post code)
/ Town:

sefra Biotope Aquarium: [ | Asia
[ ] Central America
[ ] South America

Size ‘ cm ‘ Contents in liters E

Setup date ‘ ‘

Please check where applicable:

Filter: [ ] Internal filter [ ] External filter
CO, fertilization: [ ] CO,-Start [ ] co, fertilization

[ | system none

Fish stock

Important!

You should always have the following

at hand:

sera toxivec

sera aqutan

sera costapur

sefa omnipur

for the immediate removal of dangerous
ammonia and nitrite values

for the protection of the sensitive mucous
membrane of your ornamental fish, espe-
cially when using tap water for water
changes

for the immediate treatment of all common
diseases, especially after adding new fish

for the treatment of most ornamental fish
diseases in aquariums

Filter through sefa super carbon after the treatment as to
remove remaining active agents of the treatments. Then
add sera fishtamin for strengthening the fish.

What you should always keep in mind:

e maximum 1 cm fish (in adult stadium) per liter of water

* add sera aqutan before topping up with tap water when
carrying out the regular partial water change (approx. 30
%) every fortnight

e Frule of thumb for planting:
aquarium length (cm) * aquarium width (cm)

50

Your specialized dealer:




Higher life quality by aquariums

Fish have a stimulating and activating
effect and thus support our health,
joy of life and balance. You will sim-

ply feel better. Psychological stud-

ies prove this. An aquarium also

rates high according to the Feng
Shui system. Among others,
it represents luck, stability,
movement and wealth. When
placed correctly, an aquarium
will support vocational promotion.

Apart from all wisdom - an aquarium
simply looks great and decorative.
Light effects created by water reflec-
tions and plants swaying in the current are a

unique fascination. You will forget everyday stress, dive
into the exotic world of the Amazon and watch the fish
hunting and playing. You will be surprised which interesting
characters fish have.

Compared to other pets, fish are easier to keep, and the
keeping conditions are more hygienic. Maintenance

. efforts are low, and you are more independent.
Precondition: A functioning purification cycle
within the aquarium.

Functioning aquariums
from the very beglnnmg Wlth fem

All elements must suit the
corresponding biotope as to
ensure the biological cycle with
the aquarium functions properly.
The sefa research department has
compiled three biotopes according to
the natural environments of the fish in Asia,
Central America and South America. Everything is in cor-
rect balance, e.g.: aquarium size, number of the fish and
fish species, number of plants and plant species, decora-
tion, filter volume, lighting and conditioners.

This is the only way to optimally adjust the water quality,
the most important feature in the aquarium, to the
according biotope and to constantly maintain it. This

is not easily possible with fish that originate from
different living environments. Aquarium care will @l )
then require much more efforts. 3

If you have decided on a sefa Biotope Aquarium, take out
the corresponding “stock list” and the buyer’s list for the

setup. You will get everything necessary from your special- sera BiOtO pe Aq Uari ums are eaSy
ized retailer. Of course your retailer will be pleased to counsel to mai ntai n, yOU W| ” rea' |y enj Oy

you. For the start phase and the continuing maintenance
you will get along well with the setup and maintenance the hObbyl

plans in this brochure.
e : =
\\\\\‘\ ——

For a natural aquarium —)

sera GmbH - D 52518 Heinsberg = Germany —_—
www.sera.de e info@sera.de
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